
The Victorian Era 

The period of time between 1837 to 1901 when Queen Victoria reigned over Britain. 

During her 63 year reign, there was a huge contrast between how the rich and poor Victo-
rians lived. Queen Victoria led the expansion of the British Empire and saw major changes 
to all aspects of Britain due to exciting discoveries and inventions  

Key dates 

1837 Queen 
Victoria is 
crowned 
aged 18. 

1840 Queen 
Victoria 
marries 
Prince 
Albert. 

1851 The Great 
Exhibition 
takes place. 

1861 Prince 
Albert dies. 

1870 Schools are 
built for 
children 
aged 5-10. 

1872 The first FA 
Cup Final 
takes place. 

1880 The 
Education 
Act makes 
schooling 
compulsory 
for all 
children 
aged 5-10. 

1901 Queen 
Victoria dies 
and Edward 
VII becomes 
King. 

The Industrial 

Revolution 

•A period of rapid change 

in Britain between 1750 

and 1900. 

•Huge factories were 

built and town expanded. 

•People would migrate to 

towns to work in the 

factories. 

•Houses and better 

transport links were built 

Victorian Education 

•At the beginning of the Victorian Era, 

only children from the wealthiest 

families went to school.  

•Until 1891, many children had to pay 

for schooling.  

•Children wrote on slates with chalk 

and slate pencils  

•Victorian schools were very strict. 

•The timetable was based around the 

three Rs- reading, writing and 

arithmetic.  

Key Inventions 



How do sounds travel?  

Sounds are created when something vibrates and sound-

waves travel to our ears. When a bell is struck, the metal 

of the bell vibrates. These vibrations create waves in the 

air (sound waves). Sound waves travel through a medium 

(such as air, water, glass, stone, and brick). For example, if 

somebody is playing music in the room next door, the 

sound can travel through the bricks in the wall.   

Key Vocabulary: 

Vibrations– A movement backwards and forwards  

Sound wave- Vibrations travelling from a sound source 

Volume- The loudness of a sound  

Pitch- How low or high a sound is 

Amplitude- The size of a vibration 

Sound wave– how sound/vibrations travel through the air  

Soundproofing– a way to reduce the movement of sound 

Key Knowledge  

Sound is created when 

something vibrates and 

sends waves of energy 

(vibrations) into our 

ears. The stronger the 

vibrations, the louder 

the sound. Sounds are 

fainter the further you 

get from the sound 

source. 

Sound 

How do we hear sound?  

When objects vibrate a sound is made. The vibration makes the air around the 

object vibrate and the air vibrations enter your ear. If an object is making a sound, 

a part of it is vibrating. You cannot always see these vibrations.  

Pitch 

Pitch is how high or 

low a sound is. Pitch 

is caused by the 

frequency of 

vibrations. The 

higher the rate of 

vibrations, the 

higher the pitch. 

Lower pitch sounds 

have a lower rate if 

vibrations. 

Volume  

Volume is the loudness of a sound. The volume of a 

sound depends on the amount of energy that the 

vibrations contain. Vibrations with lots of energy create 

large sound waves. The louder the sound the bigger the 

vibration. The size of the vibration is called the 

amplitude. Quieter sounds have a smaller amplitude and 

louder sounds have a bigger amplitude. 


